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6 000 years ago

Foto: Patricia Hiele

Nämforsen (Ångermanälven)



Salmon life cycle

90-95% of all wild smolts

60-65% of all reared smolts

Main feeding area

Originally 84 rivers with

wild salmon in the Baltic 

– today ~30 rivers left



Salmon production – development 1900 - 2017
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Status
Wild salmon

(smolt production 2017)

75% of potential (MSY)

50% of potential

below 50% of potential

Smolt production
(in 1000s)

ICES WGBAST (2018)
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Health problems

• Since 2014 (Sweden)

• Skin injuries, secondary funghi

• ”Weak” fish

• Increased mortality in brood stock (hatcheries)

• Cause?

Foto: Janne Juuso



2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Torneälven X X

Kalixälven X

Råneälven

Piteälven

Åbyälven

Byskeälven

Kågeälven

Rickleån X

Sävarån

Ume/Vindelälven X X X X

Öreälven

Lögdeälven

Ljungan X X

Testeboån

Emån

Mörrumsån X X X X X

ICES WGBAST (2018) + preliminär info om 2018

Major reports in Swedish rivers
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M74
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Conclusions

• Positive long term development, mostly northern rivers

• Health problems in some rivers, some years

• Relatively high M74-mortality 2016-18 

• Likely negative effect on recruitment (0+) in many rivers

(2016-18), not obvious in some rivers

• Especially problematic in Vindelälven, Ljungan, 

Mörrumsån, Öreälven

• Need of management action

• Important to study reasons to the health problems!



TAC per country

Sea fishery

River fishery

Coastal fishery

Migration of 

maturing

adults

Migration of 
post-smolts

Scientific advice -

a complex task

Andel av total produktion av vild smolt

Estland

Finland

Lettland

Litauen

Sverige

Wild production per country



Stock specific management

and ecosystem based
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The future is in our hands

Photo: Johan Nilsson

Thanks to:

Johan Dannewitz, Stefan Palm, Rebecca Whitlock, Ida Ahlbäck 

Bergendahl, Elin Dahlberg, Anders Kagervall, Susanne Tärnlund

ICES WGBAST, Havs- och vattenmyndigheten, Länsstyrelser


